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MEMORIAL CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania 


Memorial Church of the Atorement, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County, 
Pennsylvania 


The congregation of the Memorial Church of the Atomement 
resulted from the merger of St. Paul's Church, West Philadel- 
phia and the Church of the Atonement in 1900. The consolida- 
tion of the two churches into one congregation was effected by 
court order. The present church edifice, a memorial to a for- 
mer rector, was consecrated in 1901. The building, of stone 
and brick construction, seats approximately 800 persons and is 
in fair condition, with some improvements underway. The esti- 
mated replacement value of the building is $441,031.00 and in- 
surance equals $155,000.00, or 35.1% of the replacement value. 
A parish hall of nine rooms is attached to the church. This 
had been the original church building which was completed in 
1890. The hall is in fair condition, and has a replacement 
value estimated at $215,733.00. Actual insurance amounts to 
$67,800.00, or approximately 31.4% of the hall"s replacement 
value. 


In recent years, baptized membership, communicant strength 
and church school enrollment have been declining steadily. At 
the time of the visitation meeting, it was evident that the con- 
gregation was hard put financially to continue the operation 
and the maintenance of the church properties. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


The neighborhood ministered to by the Memorial Church of 
the Atonement has been undergoing many changes as a result of 
shifts in population, characterized by the departure to other 
areas of the city and suburbs by the white residents, and an in- 
flux of non-whites into the area. 


For the purposes of this Study, an arbitrary parish area 
has been assigned to the Memorial Church of the Atonement. This 
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area includes United States Bureau Census Tracts PH-27D, 46-I, 
51-A,B,C,and F. The Memorial Church of the Atonement is lo- 
cated in Census Tract PH-51B. The 1960 population of the parish 
area was 28,927 persons. In 1960, Census Tract PH-51B had a 
population of 8,822 individuals. Of this number, 31.3% were 
children 14 years of age and under, adults 65 years of age and 
over comprised 7.9%, and non-whites comprised 59.6% of the pop- 
ulation of the tract. Characteristics of the additional tracts 
in the parish area appear in the following chart. It is to be 
noted that non-whites were concentrated in Census Tracts 51B 
and 27D, and that represented 25.6% of the total population of 
the parish area. 


Census Population % % % % 
Tract 1950 1960 Change 14 & Under 65 & Over Non-White 
PH-51B NA 8,822 3043 7.9 59.6 
51A NA NA NA NA ==== 
BIG 5,200 4,850 -6.7 26.6 12.9 7.6 
51F NA 6,823 28.0 11.4 0.4 
27D 3,045 2,434 -20.1 234.2 11,8 43.5 
461 6,227 5,998 211.5 16.3 1118 11,6 
Total 28,927 2546 
Residence Med. 
Census Non-White Population 96 1955 Same Puerto Family 
Tract 1950 1960 Change as 1960 % Ricans Income 
PH-51B NA 55,256 61.5 8 55,130 
51A NA NA NA NA NA 
516 3 369 12,200.0 60.7 20 6,528 
51F NA 25 69.1 0 6,007 
27D 1,314 1,058 eL9.5 52.8 55 4,385 
461 189 698 269.3 44.9 4 5,672 
Total 7,406 
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Information is also available on the educational char- 
acteristics of the adults 25 years of age and over in the 
parish area. In Census Tract 51B, 18.6% of the 1960 popu- 
lation comprised high school graduates, 3.5% included 
adults with one to three years of college training, and 1.7% 
comprised college graduates. The median educational level 
of the population of this census tract was 9.2 years. The 
median age for males was 27.9 years and the median age for 
females was 30.7 years. Characteristics for the other tracts 
appear in the table below. Note that Census Tracts 51B and 
F have the lowest percentages of college trained individuals. 
No statistics were available for the population of Census 
Tract 51A. 


Ed. of Adults 25 Yrs. of Age & Over 


Census 26 26 26 Med. Med. 

Tract H.S.Grad. Coll. 1-3 Yrs. Coll.Grad. Ed. M Age F 

PH-51B 18.6 Seb 1-7 9.2 27:9 30.7 
51A NA NA NA NA NA NA 
516 26.3 6.2 3.0 10.3 "30.9 35.6 
51F 22,5 227 1.4 9.2 29.9 34.8 
27D 22.3 8.4 9.7 10.8 30.3 36.3 
461 29.4. 10.1 9. 11.8 35.4 43.7 


As previously stated, the population of the arbitrarily 
assigned parish area was 28,927 persons in 1960. Of this num- 
ber, 412, or 1.4%, were Episcopalians. Of this group, 94 per- 
sons, representing 22.8% of the Episcopal population, were di- 
rectly associated with the Memorial Church of the Atonement. 
These 94 individuals constitute 51.8% of the total mapped mem- 
bership of 181 persons. The following chart is added for fur- 
ther information. It should be noted that approximately 48.2% 
of the mapped membership does not reside within the parish area. 
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% Of Total % % 
Census Total Total Pop. Parish Epis. Parish 
Tract Pop. Epis. Epis. Memb. Memb. Memb. 
PH-51B 8,822 LRL 1.3 3L 27.9 By sd 
51A NA 2 0 
51C 4,850 78 1.6 19 24.4 10.4 
51F 6,823 88 La 13 14.8 p. 
27D 2,434 54 2.2 4 7.4 2.2 
461 5,998 80 L3 27 33,8 14.9 
€¿EÁ_——_ en, 
Total 28,927 412 1.4 94 22.8 Bg 


Pages K-l through K-3 of the Church Self-Study Form list 
private schools as well as the other religious denominations 
that are to be found in the parish area. 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


On an average Sunday, approximately 43.1% of the bap- 
tized membership attends services at the Memorial Church of 
the Atonement. This figure is close to the average of 45% 
to 50% of the attendance average for most Episcopal congre- 
gations across the country. However, since the baptized 
membership is nowhere near its potential, this favorable atten- 
dance average might be misleading. 


The church school reports 30 students and seven staff per- 
sons. The major problem of the school is lack of students and 
leaders. A program aimed at increasing the enrollment and re- 
cruiting of additional teachers might be considered worth-while, 
especially in view of the fact that children 14 years of age 
and under constitute approximately one-third of the population 
of the census tract in which the Memorial Church of the Atone- 
ment is located. 


General adult education programs in the congregation con- 
sist of Lenten Bible Sessions involving 25 persons with the 
rector as instructor. The Church Self-Study Form notes that 
the congregation is "operating at maximum effort and experienc- 
ing good fellowship and positive success." 


There are 152 adult women in the congregation and 35 of 
them participate in the activities of two organizations. Of 52 
adult men, 12 are involved with the affairs of one organization. 
A total of 14 men and women cooperate in the activities of one 
organization. The level of participation by the adult members 
of this congregation is approximately 29% of the active adults. 
Despite current efforts at education, the participation level is 
Somewhat low and tends to suggest a review of the educational 
program of the parish on the whole and of the various organiza- 
tions in particular. 


The financial record submitted for this congregation shows 
that of an income of approximately $15,960.91, $10,040.90, or 
62.9% of the income, was received through pledges.  Computed on 
an individual basis, pledges are approximately $42.55 per com- 
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municant. For purposes of comparison, the average pledge per 
communicant for Episcopal churches throughout the United States 
is $56.00. Judging from the comments made at the time of the 
visitation meeting over the finances involved in the maintenance 
of church properties, stewardship education will require a new 
emphasis in the future. Quite possibly,,personal solicitation 
might be employed to supplement the current system of canvass 

by mail. 


The rector reports making an average of eleven calls per 
week. One member of the congregation participates in the pro- 
gram of lay pastoral visitation. No formal lay evangelism 
exists.  Newcomers are invited to join in the organizational 
life of the church. 


Parish promotion and publicity appears to be from low to 
normal. 


The congregation is listed as being community-minded but 
there is no parish program listed for the community. Two 
agencies utilize the facilities of the church. Some inter- 
denominational cooperation exists. Participation in diocesan 
and national church programs is limited. 


The Church Self-Study Form reports that this congregation 
does not pay its full Missionary Share or Quota, and that 10% 
of the congregation's budget goes for missionary work. Statis- 
tics compiled from the Journals of the Diocese, however, indi- 
cate that the congregation expended approximately 5.4% of its 
finances for extra-parochial purposes. 


The committee that prepared the Church Self-Study Form re- 
ports that the major opportunities facing this congregation are 
ministering to a faithful group and to apartment house residents 
in the neighborhood. The major problems were listed as the ad- 
vancing age of the majority of the parishioners and the need of 
young families for future growth. According to the Local Study 
Group, its program is adequate under present conditions. 


II. 


FIELD STUDY 
Date APRI ly, 1961, = 
CHURCH SELF-STUDY FORM 
IDENTIFICATION MEMORIAL Church OF THE ATONEMENT 


Street 47TH 4 KINSESSING AVE. city PHILADELPHIA 


County PHILADELPHIA Diocese PENNSYLVANIA 


Parish or Mission i State PENNSYLVANIA 19143 — 


What geographic area does this church serve? 


ONE MILE RADIUS 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


A. The church is located in a section of the city which is occupied by: 


Downtown commercial uses Industrial uses _X Apartment dwellings X — 
Rooming houses Single-home dwellings A college Military 
uses Other institutions ROW HOMES 


B. f more than one type is checked above, please clarify: 
TYPICAL LARGE CITY RESIDENTIAL AREA 


C. Is the church neighborhood changing in any way? Describe: 
AREA HAS BEEN CHANGING OVER A LONG PERIOD OF YEARS - IN THE PAST 
5 YEARS THE IMMEDIATEAREA OF THE CHURCH HAS CHANGED WHILE THE 


. HA FROM ‘os 
WHITE AND NEGRO TO ALL NEGRO, 


D. The following schools are located within the church neighborhooi: 


PUBLIC GRAIESCHOOLS ADDRESS EUER. 

COMEGY IST & GREENWAY AVE. 

WESSON = lx eid oc b oP ET es 
MITCHELL 56TH & KINGSESSING AVE. 

NOR INGE ONES > rd STEN SÅ IMORE-AVE,- ne 
HUE Y 2ND & PINE STREETS 

Te Ne Rp D im pr 

CATTO L2ND & LUDLOW STREETS 
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PUBLIC JUNIOR AND SENIOR 


HIGH SCHOOLS ADDRESS 
SHAW JR. HIGH Sl TH & WARRINGTON 


WEST PHILADELPHIA HIGH SCHOOL 7TH & WALUNT STREET 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL NURSERY SCHOOLS ADDRESS 

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES |] TH & SPRINGFIELO AVE. 
CBILDREN'S CORNER NURSERY LØTH & CHESTER AVE, 
PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL GRADE SCHOOLS ADDRESS 

PILLAR OF FIRE 42ND & BALTIMORE AVE. 


HOME OF THE MERGIFUL SAVIOUR L5TH & BALTIMORE AVEo 


ST. FRANCIS DE SALES un & SPRINGFIELD AVE, 


PRIVATE OR PAROCHIAL JUNIOR AND SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOLS ADDRESS 


WESS PHILA BOYS CATHOLIC HIGH h9TH & CHESTNUT STREETS 


WEST PHILA GIRLS CATHOLIC HIGH 45TH & CHESTNUT STREETS 


JUNIOR COLLEGES AND COLLEGES ADDRESS 
UNIVERSITY OF PENNA, 39TH & WOODLAND AVE. 
PHILADELPHIA COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 43RD. & WOODLAND AVE. 
Y p OF OSTEOPATHY 8TH 4 SPRUCE STREETS 
PHILADELPHIA DIVINITY SCHOOL L2ND & SPRUCE STREETS 
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E. The following churches are located within the church neighborhood: 


ATONEMENT P, E. 

U TH PRESBYTER IAN 

ST. FRANCIS DE SALES Ro C. 

HOME OF THE MERGIFUL SAVIOUR P. E. 
ST. MONICA P. E. 

ST. MARY 
MEDIATOR 


Pi, E. 

P. E.(HOLY APOSTLES) 
ST. ANDREWS P. E.(DIVINTY SCHOOL) 
CHRIST MEM. REFORMED EPISCOPAL 


ST. PAULS PRESBYTER IAN 


OAK PARK PRESBYTERIAN 
SHERWOOD PRESBYTER IAN 


IST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN 


WESTMINSTER PREBYTERIAN 


WOODLAND PRESBYTERIAN 
ELMWOOD METHODIST 

ST. ANDREWS METHODIST 
WHARTON MEMORIAL METHODIST 
BERRY LONG METHODIST 

ZION HILL BAPTIST 

BEULAH BAPTIST 

MT. ZION BAPTIST 

MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT Re C. 
. INCARNATION LUTHERAN 
CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST 


PILLAR OF FIRE CHURCH 


7TH & KINGSESSING AVE. 


l 7TH & KINGSESSING AWE, 
L7TH & SPRINGFIELD AVE. 
L5TH & BALTIMORE AVEo 
LIST & WOODLAND AVEo 
LOTH & LOCUST STREETS 
SIST 4 SPRUCE STREETS 
2ND & SPRUCE STREETS 
h3RD & CHESTNUT STREET 
50TH & BALTIMORE AVE, 


51ST & PINE STREETS 
55TH & WILLOW STREETS 
52ND & CHESTER AVEo 


58TH & CHESTER AVE, 

l2ND 4 PINE STREETS 

LOTH & CHESTER AVE. x 
45TH & WALNUT STREETS 
Sl TH & CATHERINE STREETS 
58TH & SPRINGFIELD AVE. 
OTH € WALNUT STREETS 
50TH & SPRUCE STREETS 
51ST & WOODLAND AVE. 


56TH & CHESTER AVE. 


47TH & CEDAR AVE. 
List. & WALNUT STREETS 


2ND & BALTIMORE AVE. 


III. HISTORY OF THE CONGREGATION 


Please write out a short history of this congregation. How was the 
work started? Give the important dates and events. 


BOOK "THE STORY OF A PARISH CHURCH" IS ENCLOSED 


IV. THE LOCAL CONGREGATION 


1. 


A. Church properties: 


Describe and give location of all land owned by the congregation, 
reporting the use of each parcel. 


PARCEL OF LAND ON IHE SOUTH WEST CORNER OF l7IH A KINGSESSING 


AV 


2. 


Type of church building: Frame Brick Stone XX Other 
type) 


Describe the church building, giving number of sittings; condition 
of building; and improvements needed, with estimated cost: 


CONDITION OF THE BUILDIN F - S ARE CURRENTLY 
BEING MADE ~ $25,000.00 COWLD N TH TO PUT 


IT IN GOOD COND LT I ON BET ABB EE SEIS 


CHURCH BUILDING STONE OUTSIDE ~ TILE BRICK INSIDE = VERY - 
WELL BUILT IN 1900 - WILL SEAT 700-800 PEOPLE - ORGAN WORTH$I9M 


Ww 


Replacement Value $k1,031.00 Amount of insurance carried $ 155,000.00 
Type of parish hall or house: Attached X Separated : 
In basement of the church ; Frame Brick 


Stone XX Other 
(type ) 


Describe, giving the number of rooms, the condition of the building, 
and improvements needed, with the estimated cost. 


9 ROOMS INCLUDING MAIN HA 
CONDITION 16 FAIR - $15,000.00 COULD BE SPENT IN IMPROVEMENTS 
PARISHHOUSE (ORIGINAL CHURCH) BUILT IN 1890 


Replacement value $$215,733.O@ount of insurance carried $ 67,800.00 
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o y B. Membership (secure from parish records): 


2; 


Number of church families: Total number 90 

Number of individuals not in families 52 

Baptized membership Communicants Church School 
1220 1260 Now 1950 1960 Now. 1950 1960 Now. 
kes 350 271 159 29 236 51 


o | (hyret "Ayr. -2 yrs. Last 
o 
6 


Number of baptized members o o ago year 

who were removed from the 

parish list 4 8 SS iT à GLE 
Number of baptized members 

who were added to the 

parish list 2 | 10 2 l 


Communicants added: 
By confirmation from 


Episcopal families idee 10° ES ER A 

By confirmation from 

other Churches 0 0 3 0 PRE 

By reception from other 

Churches 0 0 I eb s 00% 

By baptism and confirma- 

tion from no church 0 0 0 0 0 

Total l 0 8 0 2 
Attendance: 
Number of communicants who attended regularly last year 15 
Number of communicants who attended occasionally l5 
Number who did not attend last year, but lived in the 

community 5 25:3 

Number of set ee who did not live in the community; 
but were on thé parish records, not transferred 20 
How many persons attended the last annual business meeting? 60 
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V. WORSHIP 
o A. List schedule of regular Sunday services, including church school: 


ATTENDANCE (Adults & Children)* 
TYPE OF SERVICE HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 


HOLY COMMUNION 9:00 A.M. 12 19 45 
DEVOTIONS (CHURCH SCHOOL )9:15 A.Mo 20 28 bi 


MORNING PRAYER 11:00 A.M. ko 70 xd. 


ncc DC A E RA I S MNT SE REA 


*Use figures from Church Service Register’ 


B. Weekday services: 


ATTENDANCE 
TYPE OF SERVICE DAY AND HOUR LOW AVERAGE HIGH 
H. C. EPITHANY 8 P.M. 12 18 25 
ASCENSION 8 P. M. 18 
CHRISTMAS EVE. IL Po M. 85 


*Use figures from the Church Service Register 
C. Special services or missions held during the average year (including Lent): 
EVENING PRAYER AND BIBLE STYDY DURING LENT 
G00D FRIDAY ( 3 HR. VIGIL ) 


————————M—— 
————————————— — 


————————————————————— 


D. Number erd nature of services in which this congregation participates 
with other Zpiccopal congregations. State average attendance from 
this congregation: 


JOINT THANKSGIVING DAY EUCHARIST WITH ST. MONICA" S MISSION 


1961 - 1962 60 FROM ST. MONICA*S ATTENDED 


OO aaaaaŘŘĖĖ 


e E. What experiments or adjustments have been made in changing the hours 
or the format of services? Comment on results: 
NONE 
F. Additional information about Sunday services: 


l. Are birthdays, anniversaries, and the departed regularly remembered? YES 


2. Is there a coffee or hospitality hour after any service? L TO 5 TIMES 


A YEAR 
3. Is baby care provided during any service? NO 


VI. CHAISTIAN EDUCATION 
O A. Church School 
1. Registration and attendance 


a. Teachers and staff 7 


b. Students 30 


Total 21 


C. Lowest total classroom attendance during the past year 10 


d. Highest total classroom attendance during the past year (except 
for Christmas and Easter) 


e. Are absentee cards used? YES 
f. How many months of the year is the church school in operation? 10 


E. If teachers call on students in case of absence, or for other 
reasons, please give details. 


2. Worship schedule 


CLASS OR DEPARTMENT DAY HOUR DURATION LEADER 
K INDERGARDEN SUNDAY 9:45 A.M. 15 MON. REV. W. B. W. 
INTERMEDIATE be å H RECTOR 
JUNIOR E » * " 
O E a RA S ae 2 GET C TUBE 


3. Instruction schedule 


EBRSCOPAL COURSE 
.FOR JUNIORS 


COURSE 
CLASS REGISTRATION AGE SEX DAY HOUR DURATION MATERIAL 
KINDERGARDEN LI eL au SUN. _10:A.M, 35MIN. 
S. 
INTERMEDIATE 8-1] zu SUN. 10A.M. 35MIN. 
JUNIOR — — 12-16 LM SUN. 10A.M. 35MIN. SON OF GOD 
5F 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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4. List the teaching aids used, including audio-visual material. 
TEACHER AND STUDENT MANUAL PLUS ACTIVITY SHEETS 
žne id a die s dM Z s Mea eI farse 


PRAYER BOOKS AND BIBLES 


RECORDER AND BLACKBOARDS 


5. Describe the program for pre-school children. 
ASSISTANT CONDUCTS GAMES AND TOY ACTIVITY 


mm a 


Er EEE CRT REPE SN ES AI RP CE ERSTEN 
6. Data on the teaching staff 


a. How are teachers recruited? FROM THE CONGREGAT@ON 


———— M — 


b. Describe the way in which teachers are trained, giving the 
number of sessions, the leaders, etc. 


RECTOR INSTRUCTS THE TEACHERS WHENEVER IT IS CONVENIENT FOR THE 


TEACHER. 
MEER DLE Pr E ME 


RECTOR IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE FOR COSULTATION. 


c. How are teachers assisted in the performance of their duties? 


BY THE SENIOR STUDENTS 
omnee cid issu o cct eden ons ON SECO PUR OMEN FE 


—_—_——————— M —— 


d. Summary of teachers! backgrounds 


YEARS 
AGE Number | EDUCATION Number | TEACHING Number 
19 years or less 2 Grade school 5 | one 
20 to 29 Junior high two 
30 to 39 2 Senior high 5 | three 3 
l to 3 years i 
40 to 49 3 College four 
50 years or more College grad. 2 five 
Graduate study 6 to 10 3 
Male fi 11 to 20 1 
Female 6 K-12 20 and >ver 


T. 


What problems does the church school have? 


— TANGE STUDENT A OMe LEADERS "rs 


MM —— M ———————————————— 


—M— M M ———————————— 


B. 


Vacation Church School 


6. 


When is it held? 


For how long each day? 


What type of courses are taught? 


How many children attend, usually? 


How many of these children are regular pupils of this congregation!s 
church school? 


How many teachers are there? 


—— 


Released Time Program 


1. 


2. 


wWhen are classes held? 


What type of peine are taught? 


How many of this congregation's chiliren attend? 


What is the relationship of the teachers to this congregation? 


—— ln m  L _ _— 


—————————————————————————————————————— 


what is the relationship of the Released Time classes to t; ' Christian 


education program of this congregation? 


prev nn ni ——— — —— 


— ———————————— 


Day School: If the congregation has a day school, please fill out the 
Parochial School Report Form and submit it with this report. 


E. Confirmation Instruction 
o 1. Children 
a. What is the usual age of confirmation? — |2 b. How many 
instruction sessions are held? ^ 8 c. How long is each session? 
.| HOUR d. Who is the instructor? RECTOR e. What material is 
used? "A HANDBOOK FOR EPISCOPALIANS" ADAPTED FØR YOUNG PEOPLE 
f. What is the relationship of the confirmation class material 
to the regular church school curriculum? WE TRY TO HAVE A 
COMPANION COURSE DURING THE YEAR 


2. Adults 
a. How many sessions are held? Za b. How long is each session? 
I HOUR c. Who is the instructor? RECTOR d. What 
material is used?" HANDBOOK" AS WELL AS BIBLE STUDY 
F. Adult Education 


1. List the general adult education program in the congregation, 
including Bible classes, parents! classes, discussion groups, etc. 


NUMBER OF NUMBER OF LENGTH OF 


NAME OF GROUP MEMBERS MEETINGS MEETINGS INSTRUCTOR 
LENTEN BIBLE STUBY 25 6 | HOUR RECTOR 


Ii 
lil 


2. What Retreats, missions, Quiet Days, etc., have the members parti- 
cipated in during the last two years? Estimate the total number 
of participants. 3 


NONE 
¡AAA 4 EE Li PRESS i cA 


Mg BIS IS st A EE S a LE M T Ea. ET Reg 


3. What leader- and participant-training programs have been held in the 
last two years, such as the Indiana Plan, Parish Life Conferences, 
Missions, and Institutes? Estimate the total number of participants. 


MINE nent 


NONE 


A AA RRA A Lc re 3 Lr DAE 


No r A QUSE 
G. How can the Christian education program of this congregation be strengthened? 
AT PRESENT WE ARE OPERATING AT MAXIMUN EEFORT AND EXPERIENCING 
GOOD FELLOWSHIP AND POSITIVE SUCCESS 


o VII. SUMMARY OF ORGANIZATIONS - Include, where applicable, vestry or bishop's 
committee, parish council, choirs, guilds, circles, ushers, acolytes (for 
men as well as boys), college work, etc. 

A. For Women 
1. Give the total number of adult women in the congregation. 152 


2. Give the number of organizations for adult women. 2 


3. Give the total active membership of all these organizations. 35 


B. For Men 
l. Give the total number of adult men in the congregation. 52. 


2. Give the number of organizations for adult men. l 


3. Give the total membership of all these organizations. 12 


C. For Men and Women 
l. Give the number of organizations for men and women. l 


2. Give the total active membership of all these organizations ih 


D. For Girls in: grade school junior high high school 
1. Total number of girls I 


GIRLS INVITED TO BE 


2. Number of organizations 0 JUNIORS IN ALTAR Ge 
3. otal active membership 0 Jå 2 
E. For Bøys in: grade school junior high high school 


l. Total number of boys 9 5 
BOYS INVITED TO BE 
2. Number of organizations MEMEBERS OF ACOLYTES Go 
3. Total active membership 4 5 3 
F. For Youth in: grade school junior high high school 
l. Number of organizations 28 11 g 
2. Total active membership 20 I 8 


N.B. Please make a separate report for each individual organization, using the 
format on the following pages. 


VIII. REFOR? FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. 


Signed by: 


Name — ACOLYTES GUILD 


otal active members 12 Average attendances at meetings 8 
ON CALL OF 
Number of meetings each month RECTOR Day and time of meetings 


Why does this organization exist? 
TO PROVIDE TRAINING OF BOYS FOR ACOLYTE DUTIES AND TO 
AFFORD THEM THE OPPORTUNITY OFBETTER UNDERSTANDING THE Å 
VARIOUS PARTS OF THE CHURCH SERVICE 


Fron what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


FROM ALL THE FAMILIES OF THE CONGREGATION 


— — 


Describe the worship and the educational program. 
SERVICES ARE HELD AND INSTRUCTION IS GIVEN BY THE RECTOR 
CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHER OR AN OLDER ACOLYTE 


pru SEE T Sp Aer E 


Describe the other activities of the organization. 
NONE AT PRESENT 


P: a err S e EE HIR ORE SII Ais DE 
——M——— SS er 
What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 

NEED OF A MALE LEADER AND COUNSELOR 

DEVELOPMENT OF GOOD CHUCH MEN - 


FELLOWSHIP 
Se A A AS O qM (o E 


What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


WITH A TRAINED LEADER THIS ORGANIZATION COULD MAKE A VERY 
WORTHWHILE CONTTBUT ION TO THE SERVICES OF THE CHURCH, 


. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 
e A. Name ALTAR GUILD 
Total active members 16 Average attendance at meetings 10 
Number of meetings each month I Day and time of meetings SUNDAY 


AFTER I1:A.M. SERVICE 
B. Why does this organization exist 


TO TAKE CARE OF THE ALTAR 


C. From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 
WOMEN OF THE PARISH - SELECTED BY THE RECTOR 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 
TALKS BY THE RECTOR 


E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


TAKE CARE OF THE MEMORIALS = SOLICTING AND LISTING 


F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 


TO ASSIST THE RECTOR IN PROVIDING THE APPOINTMENTS 
FOR THE ALTAR AND TARKING CARE OF SAME 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 


Signed by: HANNAH R. ATKINSON Title: DIRECTRESS 


VIII. REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 
MARY MARTHA GUILD 


e A. Name 
Total active mærbers 25 Average attendance at meetings 15 
Number of meetings each month I Day and time of meetings 2ND TUE S 
B. Why does this organization exist? Ev 
TO HELP SUPPORT THE CHURCH FINANCIALLY AND. CONDUCT SOCIAL 


ACTIVITIES OF THE PARISH $$ $$$ 


FOR CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 000 


a 


From what group in the congregation are the members irawn? 


ALL THE WOMEN OF THE PAR 


D. Describe the worship ani the educational program. 


TALKS BY THE RECTOR AND DIVINITY SCHOOL STUDENTS  ———— 
TE SER oL o uc epa 


A an 


E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 


ALL SOCIAL ACTIVITIES OF THE PARISH 


—————— 


HELP WITH THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SUNDAY 
DIO TO THE AGED OF THE PARISH 


ni 


F. What a-e the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
ASSISTING THE CHURCH FINANCIALLY - PROVIDING FELLOWSHIP TO — 


NEW- COMERS 


PROBLEMS ~ TOO FEW ACTIVE WORKING MEMBERS —— 


G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? _ 


ENLIST GREATER ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS  _____ 
MORE WORKERS. 


O Signed by: MRS. ELMER YOCUM | 1 1 Title: RECORDING SEC. — 
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VIII. 


REPORT FOR INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATION 


A. 


w 


Name VESTRY 
Total active members 12 Average attendance at meetings 10 D 

N 
Number of meetings each month I Day and time of meetings THURSDAY 


why does this organization exist? 

TO ASSIST THE RECTOR IN THE OVERALL WORK OF THE PARISH 
AND BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FINANCES AND THE PHYSICAL 
FABRIC OF THE CHURCH 


From what group in the congregation are the members drawn? 


MALES ADULTS 


D. Describe the worship and the educational program. 
PRAYERS ARE SAID AT THE OPENING OF EACH MEETING 
DISCUSSION OF RELIBIOUS SUBJECTS 
RECTOR SHARES HIS IDEAS AND CONCERNS WITH THE GROUP 
E. Describe the other activities of the organization. 
ASSISTS THE WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS IN SOCIAL AND SERVICE 
PROJECTS 
A AA IS IE e UE E ET EET RET eS eee ee 
F. What are the major opportunities and problems of this organization? 
THE OPPORTUNITY OF HELPING TO LEAD IN THE RESURGANCE 
OF A PARISH 
G. What can be done for greater effectiveness? 
OPERATION AT PRESENT SEEMS TO BE MAXIMUN 
Signed by: Title: 


IX. CLERGY OR LAY READERS IN CHARGE SINCE 1920 


© APPROX. ACE 
AT START OF PERIOD OF 

NAME — MINISTRY HERE TENURE MOVED TO: ee 
JAMES M. COLLINS —— — 25t 1918-1942  SUP'T OF CITY MISSIONS 
ALEXANDER M RODGERS 251 ‘1942-194 DIOCESE OF NEWARK, N. J. 
LEONARD B. RASMUSSEN 35+ 1914-1951 " " LONG ISLAND N.Y. 
THOMAS A. MERYWEATHER 55% 1951-1960 DECEASED 
WILLIAM B. WILLIAMSON L2 1960- 


A. Does the present minister live in the neighborhood? _ NO 


Does he give full time to this church: NO If not, what other church( es) 


does he serve, or what other work does he do? 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSROR OF PHILOSOPHY, CHENEY STATE COLLEGE 


_ CHENEY, PENNA» : 


B. How many peop.e from this parish hava gone into full time work for the 
church within the past ten years, or are now studying for such work? NONE 
Pleas. give details. 


C. How many licensed lay readers ve the congregation now? 2 


Do any lay readers from this congregation seve other congregations? NO 
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Finance (cont'd) 


a 7. Is a thorough Every Member Canvass conducted each year? YES 
If yes, by mail or personal solicitation? BY MAIL Describe the 


training of the canvassers. 


[pep A AI GEN DAMM IMMER NNI M 

8. What other means of fund raising or stewardship education are used? 
e Riu cU ERES GER I BOTONES CPE GIUM 
MEDII ne LE a ee OH NEN A A Er RN 


o SS a ERN ON 
9. If this is a mission or aided parish, what is the potential for self- 


Support? 
Em c o eR RCM SRS Un f EE TEBEOS 


10. Additional comments or information on finances: 


C. Travel: 


l. Does the priest have a car? YES 


2. By whom is the car purchased? Priest X Congregation Diocese 
3. How much is the annual operating expense of the car, omitting deprecia- 


tion? $ 4. By whom is the operating expense paid: RECTOR 


5. How much does the local congregation pay? NOTHING BER 


6. Average number of miles traveled per month on church busine::- __150 MILES 


© x. CHRISTIAN BVANOELISH AND YISITATION 
A. Clergy pastoral calling during the past year by rector or vicar:* 
NUMBER OF CALLS PER WEEK 


TYPE OF CAL! HA 

1. Family or routine parish ES iE 10 
2. Sick or emergency x ES. pu] 
3. Calle for other purposes Ba): eui hd. 


4. Time set aside for pastoral calling: 
SPECIFIC AFTERNOONS AND SATURDAYS 


5. How do the clergy organise their parish calling? 
SCHEDULE AND SICK AND OR EMERGENCY 


6. How do the clergy organize their calling on the unchurched and newcomers? 
NEWCOMERS ARE VISITED 


7. Time spent in pastoral counseling (average hours per week) 2 

* Please give similar information, separately, for other clergy. 
B. Lay calling: 

1. Describe the Zone or Neighborhood Organization. NONE 


2. Describe the program of lay pastoral visitation, including the 
number of participants and the time spent. 


MRS. MILLER VISITS AND SENDS DAILY PRAKEBS ALONG 
WITH THE CHURCH'S SUNDAY BULLETIN TO THE SICK AND 
SHUT- INS 


K-25 


3. Describe the program of lay evangelism (including the congre- 
gation's approach to newcomers and to the unchurched), giving the 
number of participants and the amount of tíme. 


NONE 


4. How are newcomers integrated into the life of this congregation? 
INVITATIONS TO JOIN THE VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS 


RECEPTIONS FOR THE NEWLY CONFIRMED 
COFFEE HOUR - SOCIALS 


5. Describe amy religious census cf the area made by the congregation 
itself or with other churches during the last ten years. 


COMMUNICATIONS 
A. What use is made of the press; CHRISTMAS AND EASTER ADVERTISEMENTS 


B. What use is made of radio and/or television? 
NONE 


C. hat use is made of the U.S. Maij? ABOUT FIVE MAILINGS TO 
MEMBERS EACH YEAR - GREETINGS-NEWS ETC. 


D. Describe the regular publications which are mailed or distributed, 
including Sunday bulletins, parish newsletters, etc. 


"DAILEY PRAYERS" AND SUNDAY BULLETINS ARE MAILED TO THE 
SICK AND SHUT- INS, 


t3 


How many church road signs are there? ONE 


K-26 


XIII. NEIGHBORHOOD OR COMMUNITY 
A. Is this congregation communi*r-m'inie! YES 


B. Describe the clergy participation in community affairs. 
MEMBER OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


MEMBER OF WEST PHILADELPHIA CLERGY GROUP 


EET uem A AAA ER TIE 


C. Describe the participation of the congregation in ccomunity affairs. 
MANY ARE ACTIVE IN VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS RED CROSS - BOY 


SCOUTS ETC. AS WEEL AS ACTIVITY IN THE COMMUNITY MOVEMENT 
FOR THE REDEVOLPMENT OF THE AREA. 


D. Describe the general parish program for the community (including such 
church-sponsored programs as Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, etc.): 


NONE 


o A EEE 
EDER BE Re eer EE EE AEER- 
o A INI EX E LL arne 


O 


E. List community organizations using the parish hall and its facilitios: 
RED CROSS 


A ER HE MS a eee o ET 


BLIND ASSOCIATION 


a cH ER E 
KNE SOHN 


A EE 


F. Describe the way in which the congregation cooperates with other religious 
bodies: 


COUNCIL OF CHURCHES - GOOD RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBORING 


TH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - JOINT SERVICE ON SPECIAL 
vs e 5 € HM 
o OCCASION (BOILER BREAKDOWN-AT TH PRESBYTERIAN) 


XIV. 


PARTICIPATION IN DIOCESAN AND NATIONAL CHURCH PROGXAMS: 


A. What offices do the clergy hold in the diocese, missionary district, or 


Hetiomal Church? NONE 


B. What offices do the lay pecple hold in the diocese, missionary district, 


or National Church? NONE 


C. What diocesan or National Church programs have directly benefited this 
congregation? NONE RECENTLY 


D. Describe the men's participation in diocesan programs: 
ATTENDANCE AT CONVENTION - COMMUNION & BREAKFAST FOR MEN 


E. Describe the women's participation in diocesan programs: 


ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 


——— 


THANK OFFERING PRESENTATIONS 


F. Describe youth participation in Jiocesan programs: 


ATTENDED RECENT RALLY 


G. Does this congregation pay its full Missionary Share or Quota? NO 


H. What percent of the congregation's budget does for missionary work? 10% 


XV. STAFF 


A. List all paid personnel working for this congregation, giving title, 
function, and salary, ani telling whether full or part-time. 


REV. WM. B. WILLIAMSON RECTOR 
A 

HAROLD SAPP SEXTON _ $2080.00 PART-TIME 

A. THBODORE JOHNSON ORGANIST $ 680.00 m så 


EVE RUE wo cs cud ee E a i 


oh RO Gre 1:0 rn E O ET ni 
B. Describe the use of volunteer personnel by this congregation. 
THE LAY-MEN AND WOMEN PERFORM VARIOUS COMMITTEE WORK 


VISIT THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 
I Yl SPR TE En eee M 
MAIL BULLETINS AND LITEÅTURE TO THE SHUT-IN AND TO THE 


CONGREGATION WHO DO NOT ATTEND, 


XVI. FUTURE POLICY, PROGRAM, AND BU 


A. 


In adopting a policy for an expands. program for this congregation, 

in order to vitalize its Christian witness to the community; to extend 
its outreach of Christian fellowship to all the unchurched; to in- 
crease initiative ani responsibility for all members of the congrega- 
tion; to ievelop local financial resources with a view towards self- 
support and parochia) status (if not alisady attained); and to further 
other essentialjadvances, what are the immediate needs as to: 


1. Personnel: — NO CHANGE — 


mm nn 


2. Buildings: ADEQUATE y 


nn 


3. Equipment: __ ADEQUATE 4 


What are the major opportunities that face this congregation? 
MINISTERING TO A FAITHFUL GROUP 


MINISTRY TO APARTMENT HOUSE RESIDENTS IN NEIGHBORHOOD 


What are the major problems that face this congregation? 
ADVANCING AGE OF MAJORITY OF PARISHIONERS 


NEED OF YOUNG FAMILIES FOR FUTURE GROWTH 


What program needs seem evident on the basis of this Study? 
UNDER PRESENT CONDITIONS THE PROGRAM IS ADEQUATE 


What would be the approximate capital cost to meet these needs? 
NONE 


F. What would be the annual operating budget to maintain the program? 


G. What steps are now being taken locally to meet these needs and 


opportunities? 


H. What steps are now being taken by the diocese or district, or might be 
taken, to assist in meeting these needs and opportunities? 


I. Further data or comment on the general needs and problems of this 


congregation: 


A 


The data in this report were furnished by the following committee: 


NAME OCCUPATION 
REV. WM. B. WILLIAMSON RECTOR 


MRS. HAZEL YOCUM — —  HOUSEWIFE 
MISS HANNAH ATKINSON SECRETARY — 
HAROLD BAXTER . ENGINEER 
ALFRED JOHNSON RETIRED 
JOSEPH A. WALLACE SALES 


Date completed; APRIL Il, 1961 


307089 - RAPS 


NUMBER OF YEARS IN PARISH 
lj YEARS 


Br 


1/12/63 


REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


There were 181 persons located on the membership map sub- 
mitted by the local congregation who look to the Memorial 
Church of the Atonement for spiritual guidance. It should be 
noted here that the Church Self-Study Form records a total of 
271 baptized members. The ministry of the church extends over 
a wide area, with approximately 48.2% of the membership located 
outside the abitrarily assigned parish area. Census Tract 51B 
includes 31 persons, or 17.1%, of the membership, Census Tract 
461 includes 27 persons, or 14.9%, and Census Tract 51C in- 
cludes 19 persons, or 10.4% of the membership. 


Details of the membership distribution pattern may be seen 
by referring to the chart on the following page: 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 

Statistics compiled for this portion of the Study were 
taken from the Journals of the Diocese for every fifth year 
from 1940 to 1960 and for the consecutive three-year period 
thereafter. Careful observation reveals a steady decline 
in baptized membership and communicant strength in the Mem- 
orial Church of the Atonement. In the decade between 1950 
and 1960, baptized membership declined by 28.3%. This de- 
crease continued into the three-year period between 1961 and 
1963. Communicant strength, in the same decade, decreased 
by 29.7%, and this trend continued into 1963. Church school 
enrollment, likewise, decreased by 43.9% during the same de- 
cade. The congregation of the Memorial Church of the 
Atonement apparently is not too greatly concerned over the 
trend as revealed by these statistics, and the current program 
will do little to reverse the trend of decrease. 


During the three-year period between 1961 and 1963, a 
total of 13 persons were baptized and 10 were confirmed. The 
average ratios of baptisms and confirmations to the communicant 
strength during this period were 1.8% and 1.4%, respectively. 
For purposes of comparison, the corresponding averages for 
Episcopal churches in West Philadelphia were 3.8% in both cate- 
gories. Averages for the county were 3.7% and 3.1%. For the 
diocese the averages were 3.9% and 4.1%. Total reported ex- 
penditures during the three-year period between 1961 and 1963 
amounted to $50,670.00, of which $2,734.00, or 5.4% was ex- 
pended for purposes outside the parish. The corresponding 
average for Philadelphia County was 12.2%, and for the diocese, 
14.2%. 


When computed on an individual basis, expenditures per 
communicant in the Memorial Church of the Atonement amount to 
$69.03, compared with the county average of $78.57 and the dio- 
cesan average of $73.71.  Extra-parochial expenditures per com- 
municant during the three years in question amount to $3.72. 
This may be compared with the county average of $9.57 and the 
diocesan average of $10.45. These figures tend to emphasize 
the need of a continued and intensified program of steward- 
Ship education. 


W-ro 
VITAL STATISTICS 


© uus ATONEMENT rom PHILADELPHIA 
corr PHILADELPH/A proces PENNSYLVANIA 


| [1940 | 2945 | 2950 | 1955] 1940 | (fw 


o i e 
Members 360 3532 As yı | 350 | 257 ge 
Ei 410] seb 273] ave | ase [ove | 236 | 
E NE NE NUR ss] so 
= MR 
pose | ae A 


PH Percentage of 
€ Communicants 3.3 3.4 | 4.7 2.2. og 


FN UM mm 
Expenditures 1 | 7 453|224/|9,1*0 | 11,6601 1,049 |13431 7 2707 
Special Par. 
Expenditures 2 |2 454 | 3.291|4,551| 2,171 | 7432| 2,173 | 337° | 347/ 
Extra-parochial 

Expenditures 3 |, cco | 2141 |1,852| 1872 | 4059] 72g | 7277 |/357 
Expenditures LE 15594115 7021/2 syo 15,950 || 7 772 | 16,748 
Expenditures 
per Communicant m 27.09| 4404| 87,52] 77.47] 63.04) 72.54|7/. 91 


Extra-parochial m 
0, 
er o 211 4.371 $:23| 8.98 | 4.25 5.01| 5.76 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 


2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


e 3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGAT ION 


The Episcopal Census submitted by this congregation gives 
partial information on 181 persons who look to the Memorial 
Church of the Atonement for spiritual guidance. The Journal 
of the Diocese and the Self-Study Form report a total of 271 
baptized members. The response on the Episcopai Census, there- 
fore, is too small to allow for a meaningful analysis of the 
profile of this congregation. 


The following paragraphs are intended to highlight certain 
areas of the census: 


Of a total of 100 respondents tabulated on the age and sex 
chart of the census, eight were children under 10 years of age, 
six were older children and teen-agers, 12 were adults in their 
20's, nine were adults in their 30's, 21 were adults in their 
40's, 32 were adults in theif 50's, 25 were adults in their 60's, 
and 17 were adults in their 70's and over. 


Of 152 persons reporting on their occupations, 96 were not 
gainfully employed six were pre-students, 36 were students, 37 
were housewives, 14 were retired, and three were unemployed. 

Of 56 gainfully employed persons, the largest category was of 
professionals, with 16 respondents, followed by clerical workers 
with 13. 


Of 103 persons 25 years of age and over reporting on their 
education, 17 were college graduates, 13 had received from one 
to three years of college training, 44 were high school graduates, 
21 had received from one to three years of high school education, 
and eight had completed from five to eight grades of elementary 
training. 


Of 155 persons reporting on their nativity, 147 were born in 
the United States and eight were not. In addition, 121 were born 
in the State of Pennsylvania and 34 were born elsewhere. 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
MEMORIAL CHURCH OF THE ATONEMENT, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The congregation of the Memorial Church of 
the Atonement resulted from a merger of St. Paul"s 
Church and the Church of the Atonement in 1900. The 
present church edifice, of stone construction, was 
consecrated in 1901, and at the present time a few 
dedicated members of the congregation are conducting 
what may essentially be termed a "holding operation." 


The church is currently being affected by shifting 
population and its concomitant social and economic 
problens. 


During the period in the history of the church's 
operation which was selected for analysis (1940-1963), 
baptized membership, communicant strength, attendance, 
and the level of participation in church activities, 
have declined steadily. Since 1940, church school 
enrollment has been consistently low, and has followed 
a fluctuating pattern. 


At the time of the visitation meeting, the few 
members present displayed keen awareness of, and the 
implications of, the present state of affairs. It 
was pointed out that the operation of the church under 
the present conditions described earlier, are unsat- 
isfactory. In addition, the rector lives some distance 
from the church and does not give full-time to his 
ministry, as he serves as an associate professor of 
philosophy at the Cheney State College in Pennsylvania. 


In the opinion of the General Division of Research 
and Field Study, this church might wish to consider the 
possibility of a merger with its nearest sister Episcopal 
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Church, St. Monica's, located a few blocks away. 
Considering the fact that this congregation has 

had some previous experience with mergers, the 
initiative should come from the Memorial Church of 

the Atonement. Naturally a diocesan representative 
ought to participate in the deliberations between 

the committees from both churches considering the 
merger. The General Division of Research and Field 
Study further recommends, that should the merger 

be effected, it probably would be advisable that neither 
of the incumbent rectors be appointed as priest-in- 
charge. Rather, it is felt that a new rector should 
be appointed for the merged congregation, and it is 
suggested that this new rector might be a carefully 
selected Caucasian who would guide the combined parish 
during the period of adjustment and pilot the church 
to future growth. 


The small corp of dedicated persons who have 
borne the major responsibility for the continued 
operation of the church should be commended very 
highly. The major opportunity for service lies in 
the direction of promoting the brotherhood of man 
through genuine Christian witness. 


